DR  FREE's Provo3aLs 
| FOR OPENING. , 
Two DIVINITY SCHOOLS 
IN THE vr | 
Neighbourhood of- L 0 N D 0 N, 


For the Inſtruction and 8 of Ponds of 
all Denominations, who deſire to ſee a farther Re- 
formation of public Errors, and Abuſes in Matters 

of Religion. 


HE Rev. Dr. Free, LeQurer of Ne ewington-Butts, 
who for the Space of four and thirty Years has waited 
ia vain for Church-Preferment, propoſes, for the better Sup- 
rt of himſelf and Family, and for the more free and laudable 
erciſe of his Profeſſion, to open two Divinity- Schools; one 
forthe Uſe of the NoziLiTY and GENTRY near St. Fames's ; 
the other in the Village of /Yalworth, in the Pariſh-of 
; Newington Butts, the Place of his Reſidence ; and therein to 
eftabliſh a Courſe of Lectures tending to reftore the Catho- 
lick or Univerſal Principles of Moral Philoſophy and Natural 
Religion, and to confute the- reigning Errors of Technical 
or Artificial Syſtems, ſupported Politically, either by open 
Force, or ſecret Combination, to ſerve the Purpoſes of de- 
ſigning Men, 


I, To make theſe Leures of 3 Uſe, they will be ** 
in different Languages three Times a Week, in the Man- 
ner following: On Monday in Pall Mall, in Latin, and 
explained in Engli/b : On Friday at ditto, in French, and: 
explained in Engliſh : On Sunday at M alworth, all in E 
glilb. 
II. Theſe Leetures will be open to People of all Denomina- 
tions, who are willing to become Subſcribers. | 


III. The Price to Subſcribers will be a Guinea the Vear, to 
be paid for the firſt Year at the Time of ſubſcribing, and 


. afterwards at Commencement of- "7 Year ſucceeding. 
Some 


- 


ca) 


Some Thoughts upon. the Uſe, and E akin of. EG 
Divinity-Schools in and about London, and the excel- 
lent Purpoſes, which they may be made 10 feroe, if pro- 
perly ſupported by the Concurrence of Men of. Quality 
and Condition, who enjoying the Advantages of a liberal 
Education, are generally 1. to that contratted Way 
of Thinking, whach foxes the e eee 5 the common. 


People. 
Firſt $i in the Public Ledger of July 29, 1767. 


Procul, o procul, ęſte profani. 


WH has read Biſhop Lavington's Book of the 
Enthuſiaſm of the Methodiſis and Papiſis compared, 

muſt be convinced that Enthuſiaſin ĩs one of the great Limbs 
of the Popiſb Religion, which upon the failure of the little 
Branches, will of itſelf always afford Matter for its Revival 
and Propagation, though perhaps not directly under the ſame 
Appearance; and therefore he mult conſider the many Shops 
of Enthufiaſm, which we meet with in the Capital Towns, 
and in this great Metropolis, under the Name of Tabernacles. 
Chapels, &c. as ſo many dangerous Enemies to the Proteſtant 
Religion. If by Protgſlant Religion be meant, (and I know 
no other Meaning) « A Religion demanding the Right of 
Proteſting againſt every factitious Article of Faith, or public 
Doctrine, which ſhall be found to be contrary to Reiſon and 
common Senſe.” This is the true, and indeed the only Notion. | 
of a Proteſtant Religion, For if in any Country calling it- 

ſelf Proteſtant, this Right of Proteſting ſhall be deniec or 
exerciſed with Fear or Ther to a Man's Perſon or Pro- 
perty, that pretended Proteſtantiſm and Popery, notwith- 
ſtanding the Variation of the Names are eſſentially ſo much 
alike, ſo equally foſtering Error and Perſecution, that they 
muſt appear to every Man of Senſe to be only Impoſitions of 
the ſame Species : ſince the People in both Caſes are equally 
enſlaved by arbitrary Power, communicating Authority to 4. 
Jet of Public Deceivers, and bigotted to Enthuſiaſtick and 
Chimerical Opinions, which the very Authors of them, bold 
and inſolent as they ay are in propagating Pon, arc not able 
to maintain. | : | 
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very uſeful, as the Times ſo much require it, if the Members 
which, though the Baſis of all Religion, ſeems at preſeat to be 
driven out of the Chriſtian World. I would have them en- 
deavour to recall this natural Religion, to ſhew the Evidence, 
upon which it is founded, its Pre- eminence, Univerſality, 
Sufficiency, Immutability, and endleſs Duration. 
I would then have them treat of the Patriarchal Religion, 
or the Religion of the firſt Patriarchs, as founded upon the 
Religion of Nature; it would be eaſy to ſhew, by the ſeveral 
Temples ſcattered in all Parts of the Globe, that this was the 
only Religion which was ever univerſally eſtabliſhed, and 
eſtabliſhed too by common Conſent ; that it's Uſages and 
| Rules have never been aboliſhed by any ſubſequent Religion, 
and conſequently remain in Force at the preſent Time. 
From theſe two Univerſal Religions ; that of Nature, every 
where acknowledged as the Prime Law of God, (though no 
where in theſe Parts eſtabliſhed by human Authority) and that 
of the Patriarchs, once univerſally eſtabliſhed by human Con- 
ſent ; it would be proper, according to the Order of Time. 
to deſcend to local or particular Religions; that is, Religions 
limited to particular Times and Places, ſuch as the Jewiſb, 
Mahometan, &c. to enquire inta their ſeveral Merits, and the 
Methods by which they have been eſtabliſhed, or ſubſiſt, 
which would lead to the Conſideration of their mutability, as 
not depending like Natural Religion upon indelible Characters 
coeval with the World, but upon Traditions, which muft 
vary; and Records, which muſt be ſubject to Loſs and Decay. 
This Account of the local and parricular Religions might 
be cloſed by a Miſcellaneous Diſplay of all. the different, nay 


of the Society, as agreed to be 
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ppolite Tenets or NoQtines, upon the ſame dated. pub. 
Ml Ni N ts and Par- 
ties throughout the known World: In Order to ſhew the in- 
Anite; Variety of Oppolition, Diſturbance, and Cofifuſion, 


fiſhed and maintained by the ſeveral Religious Se 


which Religion, when it departs from right Reaſon and the 
EE 
Abe Matters here mentioned may be diſcuſſed in different 


- ſometimes in the Form of a Controverſy, or elſe by ſcholaſtic 


Diſputation, or Demonſtration, as the ſeveral Subjects will 
beſt admit: very often I ſhould chuſe to introduce them in the 
Words and Form already given them by our Englih Writers, 
who have been employed on theſe Subjects; and I, moreover, 


am of Opinion, that any Gentleman qualified, who would 


firſt communicate his Theſis, or. Propoſitions, together with 


the Manner of Defending his Principles, for Approbation, 


(upon Condition that he did not depart from the Method 
ProjeQed and. approved) ſhould be permitred to Read, or 
Diſpute, in his'own Perſon. In every Diſputation, the Pro- 


feſſot (for ſuch an Officer would be indiſpenſably neceſſary) 


ſhould take, the Chair as Moder gut : Such of the Members 

ciety Ene ſo, being either Opponents 
or Reſpondents in their Turns. The Days of Exercife ſhould. 
be appointed according to the Convenience of the Society, but 


| pointed by Variations. | ; 


An Edifice for this Purpoſe would not be very Expetſive 5 


Senn n to the Plan which has been drawn, which is of a 


ot hic Form, and very plain and fimple, I ſhould imagine, 


it might be erected for ſix or ſeven Hundred Pounds at fartheſt: 


And as much larger Sums are in theſe Days, of Oſtentation 
chearfully raiſed to ſerve leſs noble Purpoſes, it is to be hoped 
that ſeveral of the Nobility, Gentry, and Clergy of the eſta- 


bliſhed Church, as well as thoſe of other Denominations, 
would be inclined to encourage an Inſtitution purpoſely ſet on 
Foot to vindicate the Honour of God, his Nature, and At- 
tributes, ſo openly and audaciouſly blaſphemed by the Igno- 
xance and Enthuſiaſm of the preſent Age. WONT: 


* 
by 


* > er | 11 
ee JOHN FREE. 
4 * a | ! | | 

Ae 5 . | 


/ 


* 
«fo 
ou 

* 
os 


: A t APN SEE 5 p 
2 T4 f 19 a x ** 4 * 0 ry n , » e ; : 2 5 
2 * at £ > P 5 = - * = : 1 : | 
+ 4 0 p : * g | | : * 75 . { 8 1 „. * * $f 4 * 0 » — 3 ee wy þ « 4 & - « o 1 q . . = 
> * x * os * — F 0 F 5 * * * + ' mt 2 «x . _ + 7 \ - 
4 n 1 „ . L 3 he > w 
. | a1. EX =? Ss. * 62 7 ame "14 * * * 7 5 n 0 - G K . 4 * 
1 n 7 e L 1 To FOR 
| f | þ | 5 . | 1 3 * 1 . : Fa 
mY 5 > — Y bs WT * ; 5 
| | | 1 p . — 
8 | | ; ; . = "4 [LEY A . * 
, 4 e : ; | : | | | | | 
bo , 
| : | > j 5 * - 1 0 . o 
- * - . N | 
N | * * * : : , 7 . * — 
| ; 4 5 N - - 6 4 ” 
is | | | 
8 - 2 > r : ; i 
: | | 
3 a F | | 
> fv : 2 MY - ; 
* * War © | | | | 
= 8 : | 
* 5 | | 
La) [ 
I 7 > | | 
: | - Ls 
, 4 : | | | 
4 4 y F 
. N | 
- : y | 
\ \ 
n = 
. 


